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© DATA CARRIER AND DATA COMMUNICATION APPARATUS USING THE SAME. 

< 

O © A data carrier such as an IC card and a data communication apparatus using the same, wherein contrivance 

CO is made to prevent eavesdropping of data from the communication wire. To achieve this according to the 

^ invention, a session key (r1) generated from a random number forming means (15) is ciphered by cipher means 

^ (16) using a master key (km) and is sent to an external unit. Further, a cryptogram input from an external unit is 

2j decoded by decoding means (17) using a session key (r1) generated from the random number forming means 
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DATA CARRIER AND DATA COMMUNICATION APPARATUS USING IT 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a data carrier such as an IC card which is usable for cipher 
communication, and a data communication apparatus using it. 

5 

BACK GROUND ART 

In order to perform cipher communication in a secret key cipher system, both parties which make 

to communication are required to hold in common a key in advance. Hitherto, sharing of the key has been 
performed by a system as shown in FIG.11 for example. Referring to FIG.11, numeral 41 designates a 
coder which is used by a sending party of a message (hereinafter is simply referred to as a sending party), 
and 42 designates a decoder which is used by a receiving party of the message (hereinafter is simply 
referred to as a receiving party), and the coder 41 comprises a random number generating means 49. a first 

75 enciphering means 44 and a second enciphering means 45, and the decoder 42 comprises a first decoding 
means 46 and a second decoding means 47. 

Operation of the conventional common ownership system of the key composed like this is described 
hereafter. Since the key for enciphering a plain text of a message (hereinafter is simply referred to as a 
plain text) m is required to be changed frequently from the aspect of safety, a random number which is 

so generated by the random number generating means 43 is used. Hereinafter, this is described as a session 
key. The sending party sends an output r1 (it is called a session key as another name) of the random 
number generating means 43 which is held in the coder 41 to the receiving party in order to hold in 
common with the receiving party; but if r1 is sent as the sate of raw data it is liable to be tapped on the 
communication line between the coder 41 and the decoder 42, and hence r1 is enciphered by the 

25 enciphering means 44 and is sent The key which is used to encipher r1 is called as a master key km, and 
it is the key which is held in common by the sending party and receiving party in advance. The master key 

is used only when the sess ion key is sent b y enciphering, and is g enerally fixed durin g a long time period. 

The decoder 42 of the receiving party decodes the enciphered random number by the master key km and 
restores rl by using the first decoding means 46. Thereby, since the sending party and receiving party 

30 have held in common the session key r1, thereafter, cipher communication of the plain text m can be 
accomplished by the session key r1 by using the second enciphering means 45 and the second decoding 
means 47. In the event that the session key is changed, a new random number r2 (not shown) is generated 
by the random number generating means 43; and in the same manner as described above, r2 is held in 
common by the cipher communication by means of the master key km and is made to the session key. 

as Now. the case of cipher communication between two communication parties A and B is assumed. The 
communication party A and the communication party B encipher the session key r1 by using the master 
key km and send. When another communication party C holds the master key km, all cipher text which is 
exchanged between the communication parties A and B can be deciphered since the communication party 
C can decipher the session key r1 . Therefore, it is required that the master key km is known by only the 

40 communication party A and the communication party B, and in the event that, for example, the communica- 
tion party A carries out cipher communication with the communication party C, a master key which is other 
than km is used. Namely, the communication party A must hold the master keys which are identical with 
the number of the parties which carry out the cipher communication. 

In such conventional system, there is no problem in the event of a small number of parties are to be 

45 communicated; but in a network having unspecified many subscribers, communication parties to be 
communicated become large number, and management of the key becomes a big problem. As a means for 
solving it, the method in which a center for performing management of the key is provided, and prior to 
prosecution of the cipher communication, the center delivers (or transmit) the common session key to both 
the parties, is generalized, but there is a defect that the center must intervene in every common holding 

so operation of the key. On the other hand, as other solution, there is a method using the public key cipher 
system which is superior in management of the key, but the public key cipher system entails a much longer 
processing time in comparison with the secret key cipher system. As mentioned above, in the conventional 
cipher communication method, a big problem has existed with respect to the management of the key. 

In view of such a problem, the present invention is directed to provide a data carrier which is safely, 
easily and speedy realizable common ownership of the key, on the basis of the futures in which an internal 
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data is physically safety and calculation ability exist, and a data communication apparatus using it. 



DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

5 

And in order to achieve the object the data carrier of the present invention has a configuration 
comprising means for holding a first data which is impossible to be changed to data which is designated 
from outside, first enciphering means for enciphering the first data by a secret key, first decoding means for 
decoding a cipher text inputted from outside by said first data, second decoding means for decoding 

70 enciphered second data inputted from outside by the second secret key, and a second enciphering means 
for enciphering a plain text which is inputted from the outside or stored inside by the output of the above- 
mentioned second decoding means. 

The feature of a configuration of the present invention is the point that the first secret key and the 
second secret key are stored in a memory in the IC card which is physically safe, and the point that a first 

is data which is automatically generated by own IC card as a decoding key is used, and the key generated on 
the basis of a second data which is sent from the party is used for an enciphering key. Reason that the 
above-mentioned object is realized by this configuration can be elucidated as follows. 

First, since the first secret key and the second secret key are stored in the memory in the IC card 
which is physically safe, these secret keys can not be read out even by the owner of the IC card. Therefore, 

20 without using the IC card which stores these secret keys, the first data and second data can not be restored 
from the output of the first enciphering means and the enciphered second data which are inputted from the 
outside. Consequently, the cipher text which is inputted from the outside and the cipher text which is output 
from the second enciphering means can not be deciphered. 

If the second secret key is common to the whole IC cards, an evil-minded person can rebuild the 

25 second data in his own IC card by tapping the enciphered second data and inputting it into own IC card. 
However, the function that the IC card can performs by using the second data is only to encipher, and it has 
no decoding function. On the other hand, the key for decoding in this IC card is a first data which is 
automatically generated by own IC card. Namely, the evil-minded third person can not make setting of the 
decoding key and decoding using the key simultaneously. 

30 From the above-mentioned matter, by the configuration of the IC card of the present invention, the IC 
card which tes~ge7ie?ate^ 

cipher text, and the cipher communication is made safety. Furthermore, common ownership of the key is 
easily realized, by using the IC card of the present invention, since both the list of the secret key and the 
center are not required. Moreover, since it can be composed of only the secret key cipher, high speed 
35 processing is made possible. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

40 FIG.1 is a figure of a system configuration of a system using an IC card of the present invention, FIG.2 
is a block diagram showing the IC card having a key common ownership function in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention, h FIG.3 and FIG.1 0 are block diagrams of the IC cards which 
configurate a key common ownership system which is not safe, FIG.4, FIG.5, FIG.6 and FIG.9 are block 
diagrams showing the IC cards having the key common ownership function in accordance with other 

45 embodiment of the present invention, FIG.7 is a block diagram showing random number generating means 
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention, RG.11 is the figure of the system configuration 
showing the conventional key common ownership method. 



50 BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

FIG.1 is a block diagram showing an example of a data communication apparatus using an IC card 
which is used as an example of a data carrier of the present invention. Referring to FIG.1, numeral 1 
designates a first terminal, numeral 2 designates a second terminal, numeral 3 designates a first IC card 
55 having a cipher apparatus 4 in the same body, numeral 5 designates a second IC card having a decoding 
apparatus 6 in the same body. Moreover, the first terminal 1 comprises an input apparatus 7 and a 
transmission apparatus 8, and the second terminal 2 comprises an output apparatus 9 and a reception 
apparatus 1 0. 

4 
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A process for carrying out cipher communication by this system is shown hereafter. First, in starting the 
cipher communication, a sending party inserts the first IC card 3 in the first terminal 1 , and a receiving party 
inserts the second IC card 5 in the second terminal 2. After then, the sending party inputs a plain text m by 
using the input apparatus 7. The plain text m is inputted into the first IC card 3, and is converted into a 
5 cipher text c by the enciphering apparatus 4 and is output. The first terminal 1 outputs the cipher text c to 
the second terminal 2 by using the transmission apparatus 8. On the other hand, the receiving party 
receives the above-mentioned cipher text c by using the reception apparatus 10. The cipher text c is 
inputted to the second IC card 5, and is decoded to the plain text m by the decoding apparatus 6 and is 
output. The second terminal 2 outputs the restored plain text m by using the output apparatus 9. A system 

10 for carrying out the cipher communication by using the IC card for a cipher apparatus and a decoder in this 
manner is considered. In carrying out an actual cipher communication, common ownership of the session 
key is required, as mentioned above. As to this, elucidation is made with reference to the detailed figures of 
the IC card shown after FIG.2. With respect to FIG.2 and thereafter, the first terminal 1 and the second 
terminal 2 are omitted in the drawings. 

75 FIG.2 is a block diagram of the IC card in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
Referring to FIG.2, numeral 11 designates the first IC card, and numeral 12 designates the second IC card. 
The first IC card 11 comprises first decoding means 13 and second enciphering means 14. Then, the 
second IC card 12 comprises random number generating means 15, first enciphering means 16 which is 
paired with the first decoding means 13, the second decoding means 17 which is paired with the second 

20 enciphering means 14. 

Hereafter, the present embodiment is elucidated in compliance with FIG.2. Since the second IC card 12 
holds the key in common, the random number r1 which is output by the random number generating means 
15 is enciphered by a master key km by using the first enciphering means 16 and is sent to the first IC 
card 11. By using the first decoding means 13, the first IC card 11 decodes the enciphered random number 

25 by the master key km and restore r1 . Thereby, using this as the session key, the cipher communication of 
the plain text ml can be carried out by the second enciphering means 14 and the second decoding means 
17, since the first IC card 11 and the second IC card 12 hold the random number r1 in common. Therein, 
master key km is a common value to whole IC cards. 

The reason that the key common ownership method shown in FIG.2 is safe is elucidated hereafter. 

30 First, since the master key km is stored in the memory in the IC card which is physically safe, the master 

_ key-knrr can~not be read~out~even~ bythe owner of ~the~IC cardrThereforerevenif the output of the - first 

enciphering means 16 is tapped on the communication line, the random number rl can not be decoded 
from the output of the first enciphering means 1 6 without using the IC card in which the master key km is 
stored. Consequently, the cipher text output from the second enciphering means 14 can not be deciphered. 

35 Subsequently, the case in which there is three communication parties A, B, C which belong to the 
system are present, and the C intends to decipher the cipher text which is exchanged between the A and B 
is considered. Since the C is the communication party which belongs to the system, the C has the first IC 
card 1 1 or the second IC card 12. First, the assumption is made that the C has the first IC card 11. If the C 
taps the output of the first enciphering means 16 which is exchanged between the A and the B, and input it 

40 into the own IC card, restoration of the random number r1 in own IC card is possible by the first decoding 
means 13 and the master key km. However, the function that the IC card can perform by using the random 
number r1 is only for enciphering by the second enciphering means 14, and there is no decoding function. 
On the other hand, even if the C has the second IC card 12 having the second decoding means 17, the key 
-in decoding of the IC card is the random number which is automatically generated by the IC card. Namely, 

45 the C can not make simultaneously arbitrary setting of the decoding key and decoding process using the 
key by using own IC card. 

This feature becomes more clear when compared with the method of common ownership of unsafe key 
shown in FIG.3. Referring to FIG.3, numeral 101 designates the first IC card, and numeral 102 designates 
the second IC card. The first IC card 101 comprises a random number generating means 103, a first 

so enciphering means 104 and a second enciphering means 105. The second IC card 102 comprises a first 
decoding means 106 which is paired with the first enciphering means 104 and a second decoding means 
107 which is paired with the second enciphering means 105. What is different from the embodiment of 
FIG.2 is that the first IC card 101 for transmitting a plain text ml generates the random number r1 , and sent 
it to the second IC card 102. In other words, the second IC card 102 performs the decoding process by 

55 using the random number r1 as a key which is sent from other party. In this method, the third party having 
the second IC card 102 decodes the r1 in own IC card by tapping the pair of the output of the first 
enciphering means 104 and the output of the second enciphering means 105, and input them into own IC 
card, and thereby the cipher text with respect to the plain text ml can be deciphered. As mentioned above 
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by the method shown by F1G.3, safe common ownership of the key can not be realized. 

From the above-mentioned fact, by the configuration of the IC card shown in FIG.2, the IC card which 
has generated the random number, namely only the second IC card 12 of the reception party is able to 
decode the cipher text, and it is understood that the cipher communication is safe. Moreover, if the IC card 
5 shown in FIG.2 is used, common ownership of the key is easily realizable since both the list of the secret 
keys and the center are not required. Additionally, since it is composed of only the secret key cipher, high 
speed processing is possible. 

FIG.2 shows the case of a single direction communication, but in the event that both-direction 
communication is carried out, the configuration as shown in FIG.4 is preferable. Referring to FJG.4, numeral 

io 21 designates the first IC card, numeral 22 designates the second IC card, and numerals 13 — 17 are 
identical with those of FIG.2, and the configuration are completely identical with FIG.2. In order to 
communicate in inverse direction of the embodiment of FIG.2, as other elements, the first IC card 21 
comprises a second random number generating means 23, a third enciphering means 24, and a fourth 
decoding means 25. Moreover, the second IC card 22 comprises a third decoding means 26 which is 

75 paired with the third enciphering means 24, and a third enciphering means 27 which is paired with the 
fourth decoding means 25. The part which is composed of numerals 23 — 27 are symmetrical to the part 
which is composed of the numerals 13 — 17. Namely, when the second IC card 22 sent a plain text m2 to 
the first IC card 21, the first IC card 21 generates a random number r2 by using the second random number 
generating means 23, and it is enciphered by the third enciphering means 24 and is sent. The second IC 

20 card 22 decodes r2 which is enciphered by using the third decoding means 26 and r2 is obtained. After 
then, the first IC card 21 and the second IC card 22 perform the cipher communication of the plain text m2 
by the fourth enciphering means 27 and the fourth decoding means 25 by using r2 as a session key. 

Here, by using the same master key km that has been used when the random number r1 is enciphered 
as a key for enciphering and sending the random number r2, furthermore by using the same one which is 

25 to be applied on the same calculation to the first enciphering means 16 and the third enciphering means 24 
(in a similar manner with respect to the decoding means 13 and 26 which are paired with them), and by 
using the same one which is to be applied on the same calculation to the second enciphering means 14 
and the fourth enciphering means 27 (in a similar manner with respect to the decoding means 17, 25 which 
are paired with them), the first IC card 21 and the second IC card 22 become the same configuration except 

30 for the first random numb er gene rating m eans 15 and the second random number generating mea ns 23 . 

^-—j™^-— j^|~ n parties W hjch belong to the system carry out the cipher communication of both 
directions with an arbitrary communication party which belongs to this system by having each one IC card 
which has the same configuration. In this case, the first and the second random number generating means 
15, 23 are preferable to output different random number series with respect to each IC card, but reference 

35 to this is minutely elucidated hereinafter. 

Though each IC card comprises both the decoding means (13 or 26) for restoring the random number 
and the decoding means (25 or 1 7) for restoring the message, in a similar manner to the embodiment of 
FIG.2, deciphering of the cipher text which is directed to other person is impossible, and safety of the 
cipher communication is maintained since an arbitrary establishment of the decoded key and decoding 

40 processing by using the key can not be carried out simultaneously by using own IC card. 

FIG.5 is a block diagram showing other embodiment of the IC card of the present invention. Referring to 
FIG.5, numeral 31 designates the first IC card, numeral 32 designates the second IC card. The first IC card 
31 comprises a first exclusive logical sum calculation means 33, a first enciphering means 34, a second 
random number generating means 35, a second exclusive logical sum calculation means 36, and a second 

45 decoding means 37. And, the second IC card 32 comprises a first random number generating means 38, a 
third exclusive logical sum calculation means 39, a first decoding means 40 which is paired with the first 
enciphering means 34, a fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 41, and a second enciphering 
means 42 which is paired with the second decoding means 37. Here, the first enciphering means 34 and 
the second enciphering means 42 perform the same calculation (it is the similar with respect to the 

so decoding means 40, 37 which are paired with them). The present embodiment is identical with the 
embodiment of FIG.4, and shows the case which performs bilateral communication, and the first IC card 31 
and the second IC card 32 have entirely the same configuration except for the random number generating 
means 38, 35. 

Hereafter, according to FIG.5, operation of the present embodiment is elucidated. First, the case in that 
55 the first IC card 31 sends a plain text ml to the second IC card 32 is elucidated. The second IC card 32 
sends the random number r1 which is generated by the first random number generating means 38 to the 
first IC card 31 . The first IC card 31 and the second IC card 32 perform exclusive logical sum calculation of 
the random number r1 and the master key km by using a first exclusive logical sum calculation means 33 
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and the third exclusive logical sum calculation means 39, respectively, and a session key ksl is obtained. 
The master key km is common to the whole IC cards. Hereafter, the first IC card 31 and the second IC card 
32 carry out cipher communication of the plain text ml by using the session key which is common to both 
the parties. In the case where the second IC card 32 sends a plain text m2 to the first IC card 31 is also 
s carried out in the same manner by generation of a random number r2 by the first IC card 31 using the 
second random number generating means 35. 

Safety of the embodiment, similarly with the embodiment of FIG.2 and FIG.4, is assured by that 
arbitrary setting of the decoding by using own IC card and the decoding processing by using the key can 
not be carried out simultaneously. 

10 However, in the above-mentioned example, since the whole communicating parties which belong to the 
system have the card of the same configuration, pretending as other person is possible. An example of an 
iC card which is added with a function for certifying such other person in order to prevent this, is shown in 
FIG.6. Referring to FIG.6. numeral 51 designates the first IC card, and numeral 52 designates the second IC 
card. The first IC card 51 comprises first exclusive logical sum calculation means 53, a first enciphering 

75 means 54, a second random number generating means 55, a second key generating means 56, a second 
exclusive logical sum calculation means 57 and a second decoding means 58. Moreover, the second IC 
card 52 comprises a first random number generating means 59, a first key generating means 60. a third 
"exclusive logical sum calculation means 61, a first encoding means 62 which is paired with the first 
enciphering means 54, a fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 63, and a second enciphering 

20 means 64 which is paired with the second decoding means 58. Where, the first enciphering means 54 and 
the second enciphering means 64 perform the same calculation (the decoding means 62, 58 which are 
paired with them are identically performed). Additionally, the first key generating means 60 and the second 
key generating means 56 perform the same calculation. In a manner similar to the embodiment of FIG.4 
and FIG.5, though the present embodiment shows the case performing both directions communication, the 

25 first IC card 51 and the second IC card 52 have card identifying information (IDa, IDb) and secret keys (Ka, 
Kb) which are different from each card, respectively. 

Hereafter, operation of the present embodiment is elucidated in compliance with FIG.6. First, the case 
in which the first IC card 51 sends a plain text ml to the second IC card 52 is elucidated. The second IC 
card 52 sends the random number r1 which is generated by the first random number generating means 59 

30 to the first IC card 51. On the other hand, the first IC card 51 sends own card identifying information IDa to 
the -second IC card 52; The~second - 1 C~card 52 -performs calculation~by using -the card "identifying 
information IDa which is sent from the other party and the master key km as parameters. Here, relation 
between the card identifying information and the secret key of whole IC cards is set in each IC card at the 
time of publication so as to satisfy that 

35 Secret key = F (card identifying information, km) 
F: Function of key generating means 
km: a master key which is common to whole IC card. 

Consequently, the result of the above-mentioned calculation is 
ka = F (IDa, km), and 

40 thus, the secret key of the first IC card 51 is generated in the second IC card 52. Subsequently, the first IC 
card 51 and the second IC card 52 carry out exclusive logical sum calculation of the random number r1 and 
the secret key ka by using the first exclusive logical sum calculation means 53 and the third exclusive 
logical sum calculation means 61 , respectively, and the session key ksl is obtained. After then, the first IC 
card 51 and the second IC card 52 carry out cipher communication of a plain text ml by using the session 

45 key ksl which is common to both parties. The case that the second IC card 52 sends a plain text m2 to the 
first IC card 51 can be performed in the same manner by that the first IC card 51 generates the random 
number r2 by using the second random number generating means 55 and the second IC card 52 sends 
own card identifying information IDb to the second IC card 51. 

Safety of the present embodiment is assured in a manner similar to the above-mentioned embodiments, 

so because an arbitrary setting of the decoding key by using one's own IC card and decoding processing by 
using the key can not be simultaneously carried out. Further, in the present embodiment, even if an evil- 
minded third party pretends as the owner of the first IC card 51 and sends IDa to the second IC card 52, a 
message making sense can not be sent by enciphering, since only the first IC card 51 has the secret key 
ka, for example. Therefore, fraud due to "pretending" can be easily seen through by a suitable protocol. 

55 Safety of the embodiments hitherto described mainly depends on the structure of the random number 
generating means. Namely, if the random number which is generated by own IC card can be manipulated, 
or the random number system can be predicted, the evil-minded person is capable of deciphering the 
tapped cipher text by using own IC card. For example, if the random number generating means has a 
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structure bringing the input from the outside into a parameter, a necessary random number can be 
generated in own IC card. Moreover, if the random number system is common to whole IC cards, the 
random number which is automatically generated in the inside of own IC card can be anticipated by 
investigating the random number system of an IC card. On the basis of this aspect, a safe random number 

5 generating means which is impossible to be manipulated from the outside and generates a random number 
system which is different from each IC card is shown in FIG.7. 

FIG.7 is a block diagram of the random number generating means, and numeral 72 designates a non- 
volatile memory which is capable of electric rewriting, numeral 73 designates an adder, and numeral 74 
designates enciphering means. The non-volatile memory 72 stores data of 64 bits, for example. The adder 

w 73 adds 1 to the 64 bits data which is stored in the non-volatile memory 72, and omits the overflow part and 
generates the 64 bits data. The 64 bits data is inputted to the enciphering means 74, simultaneously is fed 
back to input for the subsequent calculation by the adder 73, and is stored in the non-volatile memory 72. 
The enciphering means 74 enciphers the 64 bit data which is output from the adder 73 by the key which is 
peculiar to each IC card and outputs. As the key which is peculiar to each IC card, for example the secret 

75 keys ka, Kb shown in the embodiment of FIG. 6 are usable. 

Here, if the output of the adder 73 has a long period, the output value of the enciphering means 74 
becomes an enough random value. Moreover, since an output from the outside is not used at all, even the 
owner of the IC card can not manipulate the output of the random number generating means. Furthermore, 
the key of the enciphering means 74 is a peculiar value to each IC card, and hence even if the random 

20 number generating means of whole IC cards has the same configuration, the output random number system 
is different from each IC card. 

FIG.8 is a block diagram of an IC card in accordance with other embodiment of the present invention. 
Referring to FIG.8, numeral 211 designates a first IC card, and numeral 212 designates a second IC card, 
and in order to hold in common a common key and the like, the first IC card 21 1 comprises a first random 

25 number generating means 213, a first enciphering means 214 and a second decoding means 215, and the 
second IC card 212 comprises a second random number generating means 216, a first decoding means 
217 which is paired with the first enciphering means 214, and a second enciphering means 218 which is 
paired with the second encoding means 215. And, in order to send a message from the first IC card 211, 
the first IC card 211 comprises a third enciphering means 219, a first register 220 and a first exclusive 

30 logical sum calculation means 221. Moreover the second IC card 212 comprises a third decoding means 
222 wTTcfHs p^ 're^^ef~^3~ax^'ase^nci exclusive 

logical sum calculation means 224. Furthermore, in order to send a message from the second IC card 212, 
the first IC card 211 comprises a fourth decoding means 225, a third register 226 and a third exclusive 
logical sum calculation means 227. Furthermore, the second IC card 212 comprises a fourth enciphering 

35 means 227 which is paired with the fourth decoding, means 225 and a fourth register 229 and a fourth 
exclusive logical sum calculations means 230. 

Hereafter, operation of the present embodiment is elucidated, in compliance with FIG.8. First, the first 
IC card 21 1 enciphers the first random number r1 output from the first random number generating means 
213 by a master key km by using the first enciphering means 214 and sent to the second IC card 212. The 

40 second IC card 212 decodes the enciphered random number by the master key km and restores the first 
random number r1 by using the first decoding means 217. Moreover, the second IC card 212 enciphers the 
second random number r2 output from the second random number generating means 216 by the master 
key km by using the second enciphering means 218 and sends to the first IC card 211. The first IC card 
211 decodes the enciphered random number by the master key km and restores the second random 

45 number r2 by using the second decoding means 215. By the process as has above-mentioned, the first IC 
card 211 and the second IC card 212 result in holding two common secret random numbers n, r2 in 
common. 

Subsequently, a method for sending a message from the first IC card 211 to the second IC card 212 by 
using rl, r2 which are held in common is elucidated. In the following elucidation, a sign " + " means 

so exclusive logical sum calculation. First, at start of the cipher communication, as an initial state, the first 
random number r1 is stored in the first and second registers 220, 223. The first IC card 21 1 divides the 
message of the plain text to be sent into respective ciphering units. Plural blocks which are obtained as 
mentioned above, are named as ml, m2, m3. The third enciphering means 219 applies a ciphering process 
to the head block ml by using the second random number r2 as a key, and as a result c1 = E3r2(m1) is 

55 output to the first exclusive logical sum calculation means 221. Here, E3 shows a cipher function of the third 
ciphering means 219. The first exclusive logical sum calculation means 22 * calculates an exclusive logical 
sum of the input c1 from the enciphering means 219 and the data (initial value r1) in the first register 220, 
and sends the result ci + r1 to the second IC card 212. 
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On the other hand, in the following manner, the second IC card 212 restores the plain text ml from 
received data (cipher text) c1 + r1. The second IC card 212 calculates an exclusive logical sum of the 
above-mentioned data c1 +r1 which is sent and the data (initial value M) in the second register 223, and as 
a result (c1 +r1) + r1 = d is output to the third decoding means 222. The decoding means 222 applies 
5 the decoding process to the above-mentioned data d=E3r2(m1) which is sent by using the second 
random number r2 as a key, and restore the result ml . Thereafter, the first IC card 21 1 stores the plain text 
ml in the first register 220 as a replacement for the initial value r1, on the one hand, the second IC card 
212 stores the restored plain text ml in the second register 223 as a replacement for the initial value r1. 
Therefore, the first IC card 21 1 and the second IC card 212 hold in common the r1 and r2, and as far as the 
io data in communication is not varied accidentally or with intention, the same value is always stored in the 
first register 220 and the second register 223. All the plain text can be restored by repeating the above- 
mentioned same process of the head block ml to m2, m3. 

In the event that the plain text m4, m5, m6 are sent from the second IC card 212, the cipher 
communication can be carried out in a similar manner by using the fourth decoding means 226, the third 
75 register 226, the third exclusive logical sum calculation means 227, the fourth enciphering means 228, the 
fourth register 229 and the fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 230. The data value at each 
important point in this case is shown in the following Table 1. The sign n + " in the Table 1 shows exclusive 
logical sum calculation. 

20 Table 1 

The case of transmission of a message from 

the second IC card in FIG. 8 

25 



Second IC card 212 


First IC card 211 


Normal 
sentence 


Fourth 
register 


Sending- and 
receiving data 


Third 
register 


Restored 
sentence 


m4 


rl 


E4r2 (m4) + rl 


rl 


m4 


m5 


m4 


E4r2 (m5) + ro4 


m4 


m5 


m6 


ra5 


E4r2 (m6) + m5 


m5 


m6 



The reason why the present embodiment is safe is elucidated hereafter. First, since the master key km 
40 is stored in the memory in the IC card which is physically safe, even the owner of the IC card can not read 
out the master key km. Therefore, even if the output of the first enciphering means 214 and the output of 
the second enciphering means 218 are tapped on the communication line, the first random number rl and 
the second random number r2 can not be restored without using the IC card in which the master key km is 
stored. Consequently, deciphering of the cipher text is impossible. 
45 Subsequently, a case is considered that there are three communication parties A, B, C which belong to 
this system and C intends to decipher the cipher text which is exchanged between A and B. Since C is the 
communicating party which belongs to this system. C has the first IC card 211 or the second IC card 212. 
First, it is assumed that C has the second IC card 21 2, and intends to decipher the cipher text from the first 
IC card 211. In this case, even if C taps the cipher text which is sent from the first IC card 211 (namely, the 
50 output of the first exclusive logical sum calculation means 221) and inputs it to his own IC card, the tapped 
cipher text can not be decoded correctly since the decoding key of the third decoding means 222 is not the 
second random number r2 but a random number which is automatically generated in the IC card in that 
time. 

Subsequently, it is assumed that C has the first IC card 21 1 , and intends to decipher the cipher text 
55 from the second IC card 212. In this case, the second random number r2, namely the decoding key of the 
fourth decoding means 225 can be generated in his own IC card by the second decoding means 215 and 
the master key km, by that C taps the output of the second enciphering means 218 which is exchanged 
between A and B (namely, enciphered second random number), and input it to his own IC card. However, in 
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this time, the IC card of C can not correctly decode the cipher text from the second IC card 212, since the 
IC card automatically generates a random number inside by the first random number generating means 213 
(this random number is r3), and bring it to an initial value of the third register 226. The state is shown in the 
following Table 2. From Table 2, first, it is understood that the ml is not correctly decoded, since r1 * r3. 
6 Since ml which is not correctly decoded is fed back to the third register 226, successive m2 is not also 
correctly decoded. In this way, influence of rt * r3 is given to all successive data thereto, and deciphering 
of the cipher text which is output from the second IC card 212 become completely impossible. 

Table 2 

V. 

The case that the initial value of 



the register differs in FIG, 8 



Second IC card 212 


First IC card 211 


Normal 
sentence 


Fourth 
register 


Sending and 
receiving data 


Third 
register 


Restored 
sentence 


m4 


rl 


E4r2 (m4) + rl 


*rl 


j*m4 


m5 


m4 


E4r2 (m5) + m4 


/m4 




m6 


m5 


E4r2 (m6) + m5 


?m5 





The feature of the present invention is further clarified by comparison with the unsafe cipher commu- 
nicationsystem shown in RG.9. FIG. 9 shows a block diagram of an IC card which performs unsafe cipher 

30 communication, and numeral 281 designates a first IC card, numeral 282 designates a second IC card. All 
structural elements and the configuration of 213 — 224 are completely identical with FIG.8, but as to 225 — 
230, the point that the second IC card 212 has a feed-back function and the first IC card 211 has a feed- 
forward function, is inverted to the case of FIG.8. 

in this configuration, the case in which the third party C having the first IC card 281 attempts to 

35 decipher the cipher text which is output from the second IC card 282 is considered. As mentioned above, C 
can generate the second random number r2 by tapping the output of the second enciphering means 218 
and by inputting it in his own IC card. At the same time, the IC card of C automatically generates the 
random number r3 which is different from the first random number r1. By using r2 as the decoding key, and 
by using the r3 as an initial vatue of the third register 226, the data value of each important point in the case 

40 which attempts to decipher the cipher text from the second IC card 282 is shown in the following Table 3. 
^ As is understood from the Table 3, although the head block is just impossible to be deciphered, the 
influence does not affect after then since the receiving side has no feed-back function, and deciphering is 
made possible after the second block. In the system shown in FIG.9 as this way, safe cipher communication 
is not realized. 

46 



50 



55 
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Table 3 

The case in which the initial value of 
the register differs in FIG. 9 



Second IC card 282 


First IC card 281 


Normal 
sentence 


Fourth 
register 


Sending and 
receiving: data 


Third 
register 


Restored 
sentence 


m4 


rl 


c4 = E4r2 (m4+rl) 


*rl 




m5 


c4 


c5 = E4r2 (m5+c4) 


c4 


m5 


m6 


c5 


c6 = E4r2 (m6+c5) 


c5 


m6 



20 As is understood from the above, by the configuration of the IC card shown in FIG.8, the IC card which 
can have both the first random number r1 and the second random number r2, namely only the IC card of 
the party concerned which performs cipher communication is made possible to decipher the cipher text, 
and the cipher communication is secured. And, by using the IC card shown in FIG.8, common ownership of 
the key is easily realized since both the list of the secret keys and the center are not necessary. Moreover, 

25 since it can be structured by only the secret key cipher, high speed processing is realizable. 

And, the first IC card 211 and the second IC card 212 becomes completely the same configuration 
except for the first random number generating means 213 and the second random number generating 
means 216, by using one for applying the same calculation to the first enciphering means 214 and the 
second enciphering means 218 (which is identical with respect to the decoding means 217, 215 which are 

30 paired with them), and furthermore by using one for applying the same calculation to the third enciphering 
means 219 and the fourth enciphering means 228 (which is identical with-respect to the decoding means 
222, 225 which are paired with them). Namely, the communication parties which belong to this system can 
do bilateral directions cipher communication with an arbitrary communication party which belongs to this 
system by respectively having one IC card of the same structure. In this case, the random number 

35 generating means 213, 216 are preferable to output a random number system which differs from each IC 
card. 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the IC card with an enciphering processing function in accordance with 
other embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 10, numeral 251 designates a first I C card, 
numeral 252 designates a second IC card; and the first IC card 251 comprises a first random number 

40 generating means 253, a fifth exclusive logical sum calculation means 254, a sixth exclusive logical sum 
calculation means 225 for holding in common a key and an initial value of a register; and the second IC 
card 252 comprises a second random number generating means 256, a seventh exclusive logical sum 
calculation means 257 and a eighth exclusive logical sum calculation means 258. The structural elements 
219 — 230 for performing cipher communication of a message and the configuration are completely 

45 identical with the embodiment of FIG.8. 

Hereafter, in compliance with FIG.10, operation of the present embodiment is elucidated. The first IC 
card 251 sends the first random number r1 which is generated by the first random number generating 
means 253 to the second IC card 252, in order to hold in common the key and the initial value of the 
register. The first IC card 251 and the second IC card 252 perform exclusive logical sum calculation of the 

so random number r1 and the master key km by using the fifth exclusive logical sum calculation means 254 
and the seventh exclusive logical sum calculation means 257, respectively, and a common key ks is 
obtained. In the similar manner, a common initial value I is obtained in the registers 220, 223, 226 and 229 
by using the second random number generating means 256 and the sixth exclusive logical sum calculation 
means 255 and the eighth exclusive logical sum calculation means 258. The method of cipher communica- 

55 tion thereafter and safety of the present embodiment are completely identical with the embodiment of FIG.8 
and thus the elucidation is omitted. 
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

As mentioned above, according to the present invention, common ownership of a key for cipher 
communication is safely, easily and speedily realizable by storing a secret key in an IC card which is 
physically safe and generating a decoding key from a random number of which the IC card of a reception 
party automatically output and generating an enciphering key from the random number which is sent from 
the reception party. Moreover, in comparison with the conventional key common ownership system using 
the secret key cipher, the present invention has a very useful feature in practical use by which common 
ownership of the key is realizable without requiring both the list of the secret keys and a key distribution (or 
translation) center. Moreover, since it is realizable with only the secret key cipher, it is superior in the 
aspect of a processing speed which is required for ciphering and decoding to the method of the 
conventional cipher communication using a public key cipher. 

Furthermore, by making that all IC cards which are used in one system are made by the same 
configuration except for a card identifying information and the secret key which are peculiar to each IC card, 
in the aspect of operation, bilateral directions communication is realizable with an arbitrary communication 
party which belongs to the system; and on the other hand in the aspect of fabrication, mass-production of 
the IC card is made possible, and the effect in its practical use is very large. 

List of reference numerals of figures 

1 First terminal 

2 Second terminal 

3 First IC Card 

4 Cipher apparatus 

5 Second IC Card 

6 Decoding apparatus 

7 Input apparatus 

8 Transmission apparatus 

9 Output apparatus 

10 Reception apparatus 

11 First IC card 

12 Second IC card 

13 'First decoding means 

14 Second enciphering means 

15 Random number generating means 

16 First enciphering means 

17 Second decoding means 

21 First IC card 

22 Second iC card 

23 Second random number generating means 

24 Third enciphering means 

25 Fourth decoding means 

26 Third decoding means 

27 Fourth enciphering means 

31 First IC card 

32 Second IC card 

33 First exclusive logical sum calculation means 

34 First enciphering means 

35 Second random number generating means 

36 Second exclusive logical sum calculation means 

37 Second decoding means 

38 First random number generating means 

39 Third exclusive logical sum calculation means 

40 First decoding means 

41 Fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 

42 Second enciphering means 

43 Random number generating means 

44 First enciphering means 

45 Second enciphering means 

46 First decoding means 
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47 


Second decoding means 




51 


First IC card 




52 


Second IC card 




53 


First exclusive logical sum calculation means 


5 


54 


First enciphering means 




55 


Second random number generating means 




56 


Second key generating means 




57 


Second exclusive logical sum calculation means 




58 


Second decoding means 


10 


59 


First random number generating means 




60 


First key generating means 




61 


Third exclusive logical sum calculation means 




62 


First decoding menas 




63 


Fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 


15 


64 


Second enciphering means 




72 


Non-volatile memory 




73 


Adder 




74 


Enciphering means 




101 


First IC card 


20 


102 


Second IC card 




103 


Random number generating means 




104 


First enciphering means 




105 


Second enciphering means 




106 


First decoding means 


25 


107 


Second decoding means 




211 


First IC card 




212 


Second IC card 




213 


First random number generating means 




214 


First enciphering means 


30 


215 


Second decoding means 




216 


Second random number generating means 




217 


First decoding means 




218 


Second enciphering means 




219 


Third enciphering means 


35 


220 


First register 




221 


First exclusive logical sum calculation means 




222 


Thirs decoding means 




223 


Second register 




224 


Second exclusive logical sum calculation means 


40 


225 


Fourth decoding means 




226 


Third register 




227 


Third exclusive logical sum calculation means 




228 


Fourth enciphering means 




229 


Fourth register 


45 


230 


Fourth exclusive logical sum calculation means 




253 


First random number generating means 




254 


Fifth exclusive logical sum calculation means 




255 


Sixth exclusive logical sum calculation means 




256 


Second random number generating means 


50 


257 


Seventh exclusive logical sum calculation means 




258 


Eighth exclusive logical sum calculation means 




281 


First IC card 




282 


Second IC card 



Claims 

1, A data carrier comprising: means for holding inside data which is impossible to be changed to data 
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which is designated from outside, enciphering means for enciphering said inside data by a secret key 
and outputting to outside, and decoding means for decoding a cipher text which is inputted from 
outside by said inside data. 

5 2. A data carrier comprising: decoding means for decoding enciphered data which is inputted from 
outside by a secret key and enciphering means for enciphering plain text which is inputted from outside 
or is stored inside by the output of said decoding means and for outputting to outside. 

3. A data communication apparatus having configuration that, a first terminal and a second terminal for 
70 performing communication with this first terminal are comprised, said first terminal comprising an input 

apoaratus, an enciphering apparatus for enciphering the data inputted from this input apparatus and a 
transmission apparatus for transmitting the data which is enciphered by this enciphering apparatus to 
said second terminal, said second terminal comprising a reception apparatus for receiving the data 
wtiich is sent from said transmission apparatus and a decoding apparatus for decoding the data which 

75 is received by this reception apparatus, said enciphering apparatus and decoding apparatus being 
provided in said first data carrier which is loaded in said first terminal and in the second data carrier 
wttctt *s loaded in said second terminal, respectively, and said decoding apparatus comprising means 
lor hcWing the inside data which is impossible to be changed to data which is designated from outside, 
a first enciphering means for outputting to the enciphering apparatus of said first data carrier and 

20 seoorxJ dococfcng means for decoding the cipher text which is inputted from said enciphering apparatus 
of sa*3 first data carrier by said inside data, said enciphering apparatus comprising first decoding 
means *oe decoding enciphered data which is inputted from said first enciphering means by a secret 
key. and second enciphering means for enciphering plain text which is inputted from outside or is 
stored irs#cte by output of said first decoding means and for outputting to sad second decoding means 

25 of said decoding apparatus. 

4. A data earner comprising, means for holding inside data which is impossible to be changed to the data 
which is designated from the outside, calculation means for applying calculation to this inside data by 
using a secret parameter, and decoding means for decoding the cipher text which is inputted from 

30 outside by the output of said calculation means. 

5. A data earner in accordance with claim 4 characterized in that, said calculation means comprises key 
generating means for applying calculation to identifying information of a communication party which is 
inputted from outside by using said secret parameter, and calculation means for applying calculation to 

35 said output of this key generating means by using said inside data. 

6. A data carrier comprising, calculation means for applying calculation to data which is inputted from 
outside by using a secret parameter, and enciphering means for enciphering a plain text which is 
inputted from outside or is stored inside by said output of said calculation means. 

40 

7. A data communication apparatus having configuration that, a first terminal and a second terminal which 
performs communication with this first terminal are comprised, said first terminal comprising an input 
apparatus and an enciphering apparatus for enciphering data inputted from this input apparatus, and a 
transmission apparatus for transmitting data which is enciphered by this enciphering apparatus toward 

45 said second terminal, said second terminal comprises a reception apparatus for receiving data sent 
from said transmission apparatus and a decoding apparatus for decoding data received by this 
reception apparatus, said enciphering apparatus and a decoding apparatus are provided in said first 
data carrier loaded to a first terminal and in said second data carrier loaded in the second terminal, 
respectively, and said decoding apparatus comprises means for holding inside data which is impossible 

so to be changed to data which is designated from the outside, first calculation means for applying 
calculation to this inside data by using a secret parameter, and first decoding means for decoding the 
cipher text which is inputted from enciphering apparatus of said first data carrier by output of said first 
calculation means, and said enciphering apparatus comprises second calculation means for applying 
calculation to the inside data which is inputted from said decoding apparatus by using a secret 

55 parameter, and first enciphering means for enciphering a plain text which is inputted from outside or is 
stored inside by output of said second calculation means, and output to the first decoding means of 
said decoding apparatus. 
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8. A data carrier having configuration that, means for holding inside data which is impossible to be 
changed to the data which is designated from outside, an enciphering means for enciphering this inside 
data by a secret key and output to outside, exclusive logical sum calculation means for performing 
exclusive logical sum calculation of the cipher text which is inputted from outside and the data which is 
5 stored in a register, and a decoding means for decoding output of this exclusive logical calculation 
means are provided, and at start of encipher communication said inside data or the same thereto is 
stored in said register, and after finish of decoding process by said decoding means output of said 
decoding means is stored in said register. 

io 9. A data carrier having configuration that decoding means for decoding enciphered data which is 
inputted from outside by a secret key, enciphering means for enciphering a plain text which is inputted 
from outside or is stored inside, and exclusive logical sum calculation means for performing exclusive 
logical sum calculation of the output of this enciphering means and the register are provided, and at 
start of cipher communication output of said decoding means is stored in said register, and after finish 

15 of the calculation process by said exclusive logical sum calculation means, said plain text is stored in 
said register. . 

10. A data carrier having configuration that, means for holding inside data which is impossible to be 
changed to the data which is designated by outside, calculation means for applying calculation to said 

20 inside data by using a secret parameter, and exclusive logical sum calculation means for performing 
exclusive logical sum calculation of the cipher text which is inputted from the outside and the data 
which is stored in the register are provided, and at the start of cipher communication, the output of said 
calculation means is stored in said register, and after finish of decoding process by said decoding 
means, the output of said decoding means is stored in said register. 

25 

11. A data carrier in accordance with claim 10, wherein said calculation means is exclusive logical sum 
calculation means. 

12. A data carrier having configuration that, calculation means for applying calculation to the data which is 
30 inputted from outside by using a secret parameter, enciphering means for enciphering a plain text 

which is inputted from outside or is stored inside, and exclusive logical sum calculation means for 
performing exclusive logical sum calculation of the output of this enciphering means and a register are 
provided, at the start of cipher communication, output of said calculation means is stored in said 
register, and after finish of calculation process by said exclusive logical sum calculation said plain text 
35 is stored in said register. 

13. A data carrier in accordance with claim 12, wherein calculation mean is exclusive logical sum 
calculation means. 

40 
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